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The Trouble on

BY FRANCIS

(OopjTtjbt, UM, bjr

The Irlsl'tiian caught tho blow on lilsj
arm and parried it with the skill of tho
a practiced swordsman. Before I He
realized what was toward, tho

pistol war out nnd leveled, his
not at Wyknmp, hut nt the Mexican.

"Ye would, would yoz? yo blnok-jowle- d go
haylhlnt Down wld that

&unl"
A heavy revolver dropped In tho

dust on the opposite side o' tho
Mexican's horse.

"Now. thin, Mr. Halcott, doar;
your watch, at ye plazc; now, thin,
... milwiltAnln' Tn.fl,nim It 'o ivflll

il full minute's shturt av the 45 I'll
Mva tit noli nt. 't-- VmnnftflA1"

Notwithstanding- - lii apparent un-

balancing on the jnssionntc side, Wy- -

Kanip was n) rowiirn Unarmed ns
he :ii. I think Up would htivo tried
to ridr the Tnshtniti down; hrt the
Meiian set 1'f .it i i rot i,i'0ili- - nnd
the hnv took il .i - .i i ' ill in'.' for
a rac . Av i'Hi r "t - 1'ir i v i

I onuM .c- - k.inip
fctrupplinfl- - uuli tin- - ijj hni i and.
brin a mini of prni o, 1 ,i find
when Contmllv Inaplieil and dropped
his weapon into Ut-- bolster.

"Score wnn for ih 'Vlnr-- . '" ha
said. "If the oipt'in would Hit
shut wan eye an' luk owu wld't
t'other, in t'rep day there wouldn't
be a shtakc in the Torolito or a man
to dhrivc ut." He picked up the Mex-

ican's revolver and passed it to me,
butt foremost. "The nrrhiamint av
tho tnimy, wid th? coniplimints av
Sargint Coniiol'y. Hold ut nt nrrm'a-lingt- h

whin yes toy wld ut; thim for-ru- n

tools shplt bet one the eylindhor
an' the barr'l whin Hiey jo olT. Now,
thin, sorr; if you've the letther I'm
at your service. "

I explained, .is well ns I could
without jolnjr Into details, that tho
engineer's Ant had canceled the trip
to the fori; and C omiolly rode afield
to rep itt to hi- - einploer. Matpher-SO- n

came In at iiohii. and wn held a
council of ar ovi-- r the cold snuck
sercd In the bunk-roo- by Andrew
t'e Mild.

"Honors arc im- -, ro far," said
Mat pliorson, when w had
the Rtiike-pulli- incident. "While
Wykanip was here rllinfj his alleg-a-tlo-n

apainst Kilj.re. 1 was at his
camp, notifying hi- - foreman that an
Injunction would follow any en-

croachment on my placer claim."
"It's a declaration of war on both

ides. You're in for it now."
"Yes, and I'll fight it out to the bit-

ter end. I didn't mean to, nt first.
I had some talk with I.ovntt and tho
others, and they proposed to buy mo
out at a fair figure nnd do tho
equa.ro thing all around. That was
before they got hold of Seller's
water-righ- t, of course. Now they
send a fellow in here who Is evident-
ly spoiling for a fight; who shoots at
my tnen nnd kills my stock. They
propose to ignore me -- to freeze mo
put of the game without giving me
b show for my investment. They mny
do it in the end, but I'll giie thorn a
run for their money."

I laughed. "Let's lie frank with
each other. Angus. It goes a good
bit deeper with you thuiuiny struggle
to hold the Torolito. You will have
to admit that If Wyknmp hadn't "

"Hut he has," broke in Macpher-
son, with rising wrath. "He might
have had the Torolito and welcome
it he had left me that which Is worth
more to me than all the stock ranges
that lie out of doors. Hut he
wouldn't, and now he's got to toko
the consequences. She won't lit mo

obliterate him, but I'll break him
world without end before I'm
through with him."

There was a vindictive ompliunii
tn the threat which started ihe mill-
stones of reflection. Could circum-
stances, and a sharp ttirn of the
purely peronal thumb-screw- s, trans-
form a frank fighter into a vengeful
enemy? Macpherson had always
been a hearty combatant, but his an-
tagonism was of the kind whlah
seeks at. early hand-shakin- g after
tho fact.

"Break him in a buslnoss way, you
mean? How can you do that?"

Ills smile was inscrutable. 4Th",e'n
more in my placer claim than ap-
pears on the surface. Ho yon know
where it is?"'

"It's onvwhere you see fit to locato
It on the line of the dltoh, 1 wip-pose- ."

"Thai' where jou're wrong. I
didn't invent it. It la an actual gold-bearin- g

bar, and It lies nt the mouth
of the upper canyon just above '

site of the (ileulivut conipaiiy'x pro-

posed dam."
"Sq Wykau.p will line to go above

or below it; Is ttat it?"
"Yen, vhlloilt the He'll

hae to go hInui' The la of iiu
land I such that he mn't build below
the gap in the 'hog-bai-h- ,' an I if he
builds on the site selected !i the
man wjio wade the preliminary r-vey

last summer, ni claim will be at
the bottom of JiU reervoir,"

"I see. But he can go above, ean't
lie?"

"It' possible, but it will be ex-

pensive, lis will have to tunnel a
small njountain to get hU outlet
from the head-gate- s And that isu't
the wor$ of it "

"What la the worst of it?"

the Toronto.

LYNDE. r
Frucli tjntt )

Macpherson pushed his stool from
table and began to fill his pipe.
was provoldugly deliberate, nnd

when the tobacco w- - fairly alight
explanation was j( vbo vaguest.

"If he hasn't already Uoiie so, hs'll
farther up tho oanyt. and find

bis' site readv-mrfrt- c Mid waiting fop
him. I only hope he'll tnko It."

CHAPTHIt VI.
FACIL13 DUOlUs'SUS AVKHNI.

Mnophors'it loft me to my own de-

vices after the onack-luncheo- u and
went his way hillward to look for
Strays in the northern gulches.

"If you feel like tiding a few lines
after awhile, have Andy middle
'Clubfoot' for jou. He's forgotten
how to 'buck,' and if jou can keep
him from bi caking his leir in i dog-hol- e

he'll bring you back ill tur'u,"
he Haul, at pirtluiif; n lr --! a
stirrup o' i "Hut 1 ii uliin't tide,
too far, if 1 wore jou bm ic im-iu- g

bj knniriroo-jviitiii'- - now. and
jou. uiuRtu'u get h t ' onk"

So much for a well c r kImic to
nji ill i tie who, havinvr r Ideu moro
than wan meet the pn mou- - dm, wan
minded to stay at honi" .ind let the
sadille-bruiiw- rt heal Hut in

one of the lnieroseople in-

cident!, which change i he courses of
rivers, decide tho Uxtv of nations,
nnd reverse the plans of mice and
mon, came between, ami the horse
wltli the epithelleal tianie had his
amble afield.

The incident won the Inability of
Andrew the Desperate to maintain
his fair share of any conversation.
By two o'clock he wa answering In
monosyllables; l three a direct
question elicited nn more than a nod
or .i hcad-.-lioiv- r; at hnlf-ias- t he waw

quite dumb a mute and inglorious
camp-con- tit comp.im for neither
gods noi men. At four lomiaelty
surrenib red ut ditfcretion, t'ie animal
with the opiirobrlo'is name was put
in requisition, and I i ode to bo
with a silence of .Nut lire' making.

Behold, now, hoM great a mn Iter a
little fire kindleth' If the

desperado had po-ses- ed a
few more phrase to be rehearsed at
need there would bae been for his
vomd-b- e gos-l- p no meditative amble
up the valley in the cool of the daj ;

no attack of unreasoning and alto- -

gether uncalled-fo- r curiosity; no
'

meteoric descent into the Torolltnn
Averiiuw; and no but let us not an- -

tlulpate.
Barring the saddle-bruis- e remind- -

crs, and the prickings of the thorn '

iu the fle-- li of illness which use and '

time will finally dull for the least,
heroic miD'erer the ride up the val- - '

ley wan a pure delight. The after- - I

noon was perfect. The at mospliere i

was like a draught of fine old wine;
the tumbling thunder of the river
was v --" "de to any trafllc- -

bruUcd ea. e cities- - jnd the
color-schem- e i f hr mighty mouii-taiu- s

on either hand was. full of soft
grays and uoothing browns. The
completeness of it wni

and it vus eos to understntid
how, tipon such n day and with mieh
cncompassiiients, it well man might
rejoice In the mere fact of life. Also,
It was lrjf dinieult to eomprehend
the reluctance iff one ugus the
1'irst to abdientc and $n into e.;ic at
the decroe of any sndicnte of them
nil. It wax n hopeleya lapse into
medievalism, one uonld say. but at
the moment I eon Id cheerfully havo
60(11 the plans of flu land company,
with nil the prospective benefits tn
the innny whlnh tliev contemplated,
come to naught tn the end that this
sequestered corner of great nature's
domain should not be marred by dis-
figuring plowshare.

This thought nnd its entail r itig
the roileethe changes vvl.ut time the
bronco was topping the swell from
tvhleh the settlement at Valle, Head
came Into view. Curlouvlv eimugh.
the clustered farmsteads mid tilled
fields of the small colony were far
from suggesting that thty were iir
precursors of the tidal wave of

and banality-- whieb (VuuJq

prosently svvocil down the plenunt

vlley In the wke of the great irrU
gutjon canal. The line between wildi
flowers and weeds is not sharply

rown oi I lie liiuu raHiwn canal,
and. course of equine j

htiiiitbliiigH lust farm- -
hou-an- d ho on up the dam at
canyon gateway.

Here wa hattle-flel- d upon1
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which Maophorson had oleoted to
fight for his kingdom. It was well-chose- n.

Unllko the Six-Mil- e, whoso
wnlls were perpendicular cliffs, tho
upper canvon was a tortuous gulch
with precipitous slopes rising sharp-
ly from the water's edge. Below the
settlers' dam tho wedgo-llk- o rift
widened nnd narrowed agnin, leav-
ing a natural basii: between moun-
tain nnd "hog-back- " which would
serve admirably as a reservoir for
the great irrigation ditch. In this
basin tho stream had deposited a bar
of silt nnd gltstenlng mlea-schl- st nnd!
white quartz pebbles, the ngo-ol- d

iln swift rush down thopearod as a chamber In a;
canyon; nnd turn was doubtless tna
placer-groun- d upon which

had filed n claim ns discoverer.
His outline of tho status quo be-
came clearly intelllglblo. A dam at

finnt narrowing of the gulch
would submerge the bar; and nbovo ,

the basin It would have to be car- -

rled to an enormous height in tho
chasm tn retain a suf- -

fleienlly large body of water. I re--
membered the stereotyped reply of
the vaqucroi to the "(.Jrin- -

go" pioneers and the Santa Ke trail-
ers: "Cartajo' pom ine-- n rio!" ami
Wnnili red how miii li farther up the
river the entrineer of the dlenlivat
innipanv nou'd hive to iru in 0ml
Mm pliei -- mi's "leinU ii oh ' id for
th nn

It w i nt this pomi m tl'i tiudita-th- e

evcurion that the of eiiri-o- i
'v lighted, mil v n pin i 'in'

ail of ni, tcrv added its it i mini of
fa -. 'I In m w - no jjood ua-o- n

w iiji a skI. in. hi ,vlin was at best but
a transient onlnnkir should tiouhle
himself abniit the matter, but euri-ot- it

knows not uge, sev, or previous
conditions of servitude to maladies,
incurable or otherwise. Wherefore
the onlooker must needs slide tremul-
ously from the saddle, tether the
clubfooted beast to a stunted tree
growing from a cleft in n near-b- y

bowlder, and make toilful way up tho
canvon.

Wjkamp's alternative came into
view bejond the second elbow in tbo'
wedge-shape- d gorge. It was another
soooped-ou- t basin, similar to the one
below; and a blazed fir-tre- e with
blue-penc- il nuirkiiifs proved that the
engineer had already made his pre-
liminary reconnaissance. But the in-

surmountable obstacle to which Mac-pberso-

mv-teno- us hint pointed
was unnpjiarent. Aside
from the added expense of tinnelimf
a spur of the mountain for an outlet,
the upper bnsinsecnicdquite asprotn-isins- r

as the lower more promising,
in fact, since lesls masonry would bo
required. Was theie any thing iu the
topography of canyon to forbid
the construction tho duin at this
point? To be sure, the steep slopes
were inclined planes of crumbling

hale; but native granite csuKl
not be far to seek In excavating. And
with the everlasting mountains for
his the engineer
might surely posses his soul in se-

curity.
The sharp-pitche- d acclivity was

slippery with an n-- t --laying of
broken shale and dty i I
climbed a little higher to a shallow
niche where a ,'eojectlng rock
promised a foothold, and sat down to
try to puzzle it out hiu! to gather
breath for the return. ThV

breeze, with the kiss of the
snow-cap- s lingering in breath,
swept softly down from the lmld.
summit of Jim's nipuntuin; and tho
minimized thunder of the stream be-ca-

the sub-bas- s in it great organ
symphony In which tho whispering
firs played the sibilant troble. From
the wider world below, the voice of
a woman rose clear and strong in a
prolonged double syllable soino

an
was

not.
would

giant
vvni
tnp

nt It

her

Ono
Kadborn;

winning
and welcome mouthful.

end
and getting

of strength
mustn't

ley of ToroJItq
was reactionary, and with
the gasping baptuin battle fov
life on.

"BACK ,

If immortal man
ronseious entity, as assert,

bull-thl- st le is a thing by Jt lasted
as a single it Is witerThe no than

when it becomes a ruthless In- -
but tho ot Btronffvader we wage war upon it TOan Laye aTttlled ,lucstrive to It out. Macpherson down.rusll the ,n

oott le on the rolling swells this bowder.studacU And
small seasoning of humanity at the mM fren!iled B,,tft

of the mountains weremeeting-poin- t to ,trunf,, t0 or knee m
the artlstie aegent great natures bo,ng raeeay; ami at

But they oraergenee had a Tanui,ln(r glimpse
At the the oom-- ,

ot embaukment Ulo 2ater dam
a view tho uh BamB tiJoreoa. Tt

guarded strath of the iier
to the outllBod tl.e blue

footed one the k d tba te So
from the uppe roa- -

mUflh p a
on naked, with. breathi but wboa WQiaA haT

gentle tuggings the toent la
a .em It wa and we nnfl

past the deserted school- -
Vl&.

houe. across the freshly turned fur-- 'CTJAPTEIt VTI

in du leisurely
the

to the

the

Maepher
son

the

tue
was

the

the

thln-lippc- d

its

tho

the

TO,

tho mental rcoordtng machinery,
stop, and bulTot or brulso
the body corporeal tenrs out
the book of time? For certain
curious onlooker, whoso querying
sont to plunge unwillingly Into
tho ley writers of tho Torolltan Avor-ny- s,

tlmo's clook stopped with aj
glimpse of the dam, nn outlined fig-

ure of a woman, and n mighty din-

ning of the flood in his ears. When,
It began t tick agnin, it was night,

the point of view was plU
low of n bed in a strange room. A
lamp was burning on a small tablo
at the bed's head, nnd tho room np--

washlngs of half-stor- y

altogether

of

log house, with tho
rough rafters pitching low over tho

'bed.
A murmur of voices came, from be-

low, nnd an clatter of;

knives nnd forks on ironstone ohlna.
Presently chair oomphilncd in tho
r0om beneath, nnd a slow step
mounted the stall. I close.! my oyos
wearily to open them when tho
leisurelj steps reached the liedsldo.

The man stood over me
tall. lean, leathern-skinned- ; with
nn beard than an Indian. It
he had not worn hli hat at the uppe-

r-table below, he hud put it on to
come upstairs. He was in ihirt-s-h

evc , and his manner was of those
to whom coats are unmeaning luxu-r- n

ln.idi. thf t -- ho Iieiru ye
Bt il "' he slid, his -- peeh

it-e- lf vviin im m
ot the lii-u- ri! -- t p on the stair.
"Dune fouii' our-c- lf ng'in, at last,

ve? Keel liki ye eat a
little something?"

1 wagged i.if heiul on the pillow,
and ntked the stereotyped question
of the lately resuscitated: "Where
am 1?"

"Ye're here," he replied, with a
simple directness which left nothing
tn be desired. "Nan, slia fished ye
out 'n the creek, an' we ovnrr'd yo up
to the house, 'inongst v, nn' yo've
been here over since." .

"Nan?" I
she's daughter. She

as 'Booeyln" the cow, an' she saw

u.
IT WAS A WOMAN.

you floppln' 'round In the run-awa-y

'bove tho diun. Whut-al- l was jo try-I- n

to do, anyhow?"
"Trying to get if I remember

correctly. Whnt is this for?" I put
my hand to bnudngo on my head.

"Hit's a purly tolerable out;
bumped It tig'Inst a rock, reckon.
Hurts some, don't It?"

"Not itidch; but I'm as weak as a
child. You say your name is Soltor?'J

"Now; I didn't sny so, but hit air.
An ye're tho tenderfoot from 's.

bourn tho nntno, but
I inlsremember bit."

"Hulcott," sold; and this wag .my
informal introduction to Soltur
household.

"Itecknn ve couldn't pnt njivtiiino'."

"There isn't muoh danger of that,
Is there?" I queried. "I ate a Tery
hearty as I remember i(."

She made the pillows, comfortable
sat down the badatdd to hold

the improvised tray. "Wlien was
she asked.

"To-da- two or three hours be- -

frr I started out ride up the vaV
ley.'

Her amilo was a cordial itself.
"Nature Is kind to us sometimes.

You have suffered dreadfully,
have been very death with-
out It. Your hearty dinner
was eaten just tltr weeks to-
day."

It was blankly and I
aaid so.

"It is true. It was brain fever, the
doctor says. have been deliri-
ous all the you
been uaeonsciooa."

"The doctor, you say? didn't
know there was one in the valley."

u continued.)

ITHnA nnnlfat LrrtlvcLB ani ravtra sttitt.

fiirmcr'a or daughter culling hor ll0 nlMt hospitably, nfter uneasy
cow nnd the fnniillar cry a re- - --muse,
minder thnt the day was done. If ' "Xo, I think
one not have soft-huarte- il f0ft ti'Mta ue ,lie (lt huflllng as ho

and his folloning out jiad ooinej and a few minutes nf tor-
tile inlloy for a stray invalid, one SVBrd tiH.ro JIg,ter step on the
must scramble bark and mount and -- rajr nl,a ft tit the lialf-ope- ii door.

1 aniil "Coine," tlHnking It was the
deed, or least the begin- -' daughter. was Db Sanborn.

nlng of fitted itself to tho thought, bad improvlsod a trny out of a tin
But in tho aet of rising, tho arum- - kettlo-cove- r, and was bringing me a
bllng foothold gave way, and I shot slice of toast and n cup of ten. llnn-dow- n

the slippery mountaln-sld- o gCr wub not in nuf, but thought-th- o

stream. Tor a single jubilant in- - tnl kindness stirred some fulut Im-sta- nt

joy was ulaorum of It.
well haie a shuddering horror of, "Thoi.k you, that is,

out of life by oonsump- - very good of you. But I don't be-th-

road, as a mos- - neVe I could eat a
nenger of Uod's mercy an swlf y0u must," he inshted. "You

measurably painless. But tho ln are better but you
stlnct does sot won't gain until you begin
take Into aeeount a poealble iBok of to We let you starve
tilings worth living for. The plunge yourself."
into waters the

sharply
the

was
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